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Bharal (Blue Sheep)
Pseudois nayaur

The bharal, or blue sheep, is neither a sheep nor a goat but sits genetically between them, closer to goats, and it 
has puzzled taxonomists for a century. Its slate-blue-grey coat is not camouflage i…

Quick facts
Classification:  Mammal
Family:  Bovidae
Habitat:  Mountain grasslands and rocky slopes
Diet:  Herbivore
Conservation status:  Least Concern
Lifespan:  10-15 years
Weight:  35-75 kg
Scientific name:  Pseudois nayaur

Did you know?
•  Bharals play a critical ecological role as the primary prey of the endangered snow leopard, helping maintain balance 
in the Himalayan ecosystem.
•  Peter Matthiessen's "The Snow Leopard" is nominally an account of a journey to study the rut of the bharal — the 
survey was George Schaller's, and th…
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