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Hummingbird hawk-moth
Macroglossum stellatarum

Macroglossum stellatarum is routinely reported to wildlife charities as an escaped hummingbird, and the mistake 
is understandable: it hovers with an audible hum, holds station in front of a flower, a…

Quick facts
Classification:  Invertebrate
Family:  Sphingidae
Habitat:  Gardens, meadows, open woodlands, and grasslands
Diet:  Herbivore
Conservation status:  Least Concern
Lifespan:  2-6 months (adult phase typically a few weeks)
Weight:  0.3–0.5 grams
Scientific name:  Macroglossum stellatarum

Did you know?
•  Despite being a moth, it can fly over 3,000 kilometers during seasonal migrations.
•  The moth can hover in wind that would defeat a hummingbird of comparable size, because it locks onto the moving 
flower visually and copies its motion…
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