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Perentie

Varanus giganteus

Varanus giganteus is Australia's largest lizard, reaching about 2 to 2.5 m and 15 to 20 kg, and it is one of the
world's biggest monitors after the Komodo dragon and the crocodile monitor. It lives i...

Quick facts

Classification: Reptile

Family: Varanidae

Habitat: Arid desert and rocky outcrops
Diet: Carnivore

Conservation status: Least Concern
Lifespan: 15-20 years

Weight: 15-20 kg

Scientific name: Varanus giganteus

Did you know?
¢ The perentie is capable of delivering a powerful, venomous bite, as recent studies have shown that all monitor

lizards possess venom glands.
« Varanid lizards have venom glands in the lower jaw, established by Bryan Fry's work in 2005 and 2009, which

overturned the old idea that monitor bite...
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